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Learning intention
We are learning how to identify and summarise key information from a text and present it clearly to an audience.
Success criteria
I can:
· identify key information in an informative text
· organise ideas in a logical sequence for a short presentation
· use images or visual supports to help explain my ideas.
Key concepts
In this lesson, students practise identifying and summarising key information in an informative text. They explore how authors organise facts and ideas to help readers understand a topic clearly. By analysing features such as audience, purpose and technical vocabulary, students develop their ability to recognise important details and explain them to others. Students then transform selected information into a short oral presentation, using logical sequencing and simple multimodal supports to communicate their ideas clearly.
Prior learning overview
Students have previously explored features of informative texts, including identifying the main idea and supporting details. Students are familiar with basic presentation skills such as speaking clearly and using simple visual supports.
Lesson materials
· Highlighters or sticky notes
· Paper or slides for presentation planning
· Optional: images, maps or diagrams for multimodal support
Introduction – 10 minutes
Begin by asking students: 'When we read an information text, how do we decide which information is the most important?'
Invite students to share their ideas. They may suggest things like looking for facts, noticing headings, or paying attention to repeated ideas. Explain that informative texts often contain many details, but good readers identify the key ideas that help them understand the topic. Tell students that today they will read an article about sea turtles and turtle hatchlings. As they read, they will think about:
· which information is most important
· how the author organises ideas to help readers understand the topic.
Explain that they will later summarise one section of the article and present it to the class, so they will need to identify the most important facts and organise them clearly.
Modelled instruction – 10 minutes
Read the article together as a class or listen to the audio version if available. Display one section of the article and model how to identify the most important information. Think aloud as you read. For example, say:
“This section explains where turtles lay their eggs and how hatchlings reach the ocean. I notice the author includes several facts, but some are more important than others. The key idea here is that turtles return to the same beach to lay their eggs and that hatchlings must travel to the ocean quickly after hatching.”
Highlight or annotate the text to show:
· key facts
· technical vocabulary
· supporting details.
Explain that informative texts are written for a specific audience and purpose, and authors organise information so readers can understand the topic clearly.
Introduce the Stage 2 Informative Text Rubric and briefly explain that it can help us identify the features of a successful information text.
Guided instruction – 15 minutes
Work through the rubric categories together. Read the first category and its guiding question aloud. For example:
Audience and purpose – Who reads the text and why did the author write it?
Discuss this question as a class. Guide students to identify that:
· the audience is primary school students
· the purpose is to inform readers about turtles and conservation.
Place students in small groups and assign each group a rubric category. Ask groups to locate examples in the article that match the category they have been given. Students may use highlighters, sticky notes or annotations to mark:
· important facts
· technical vocabulary
· examples of clear organisation.
Bring the class back together and briefly share findings. Explain that they will now transform information from the article into a short oral presentation.
Independent practice – 15 minutes
Ask students to select one section of the article to summarise. Possible focus areas may include:
· the nesting and hatching process
· Mon Repos Beach and Conservation Park
· protecting turtles and their environment.
Students prepare a short presentation that:
· summarises the key information from their chosen section
· presents the ideas in a logical order
· includes interesting facts and relevant vocabulary.
Explain that students may support their presentation using multimodal features, such as:
· images
· maps
· a storyboard showing the sequence of events.
Students then present their summaries to a partner, small group, or the class.
Differentiation
Too easy?
Students extend their presentation by:
· including additional research about sea turtles
· comparing two sections of the article
· adding more detailed visual supports.
Too hard?
Support students by:
· working with a partner to select key facts from the article
· using sentence starters to organise their summary
· focusing on one short section of the text.
Assessment
Observation and discussion
During the annotation and discussion of the article, observe students’ ability to identify key features of an informative text (such as audience, purpose and technical vocabulary). Ask probing questions to check understanding of how information is organised and which details are most important.
Oral presentation
Students present a short verbal summary of one section of the article. Assess their ability to select key information, organise ideas in a logical sequence and communicate clearly using appropriate vocabulary and supporting multimodal features.
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