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Learning intention
We are learning to analyse a narrative by discussing its key features and theme, and to plan and present a short, spoken explanation of our ideas.
Success criteria
I can:
· identify and explain the theme of a narrative using examples from the text
· contribute ideas in class and partner discussions about key features of the narrative
· plan and deliver a short, spoken explanation that connects the text to my own experiences.
Key concepts
Students explore theme as the central message or idea developed across a narrative through characters, events and symbolic elements. They analyse how cultural references, such as Greek mythology, support ideas about family, memory and heritage, and learn that themes are inferred by synthesising evidence rather than stated directly.
Watch The School Magazine video Theme for more information on this Textual Concept.
Prior learning overview
Lesson materials
· Class copy of the text Eione (print, digital or audio recording)
· Whiteboard or digital display for recording class discussion notes
· Devices or reference texts for short research task (Greek mythology)
Students should have experience identifying characters, key events and simple messages in narratives. They should be able to participate in paired and whole-class discussions and provide basic explanations supported by examples from a text.
Introduction – 10 minutes
Begin with a whole-class discussion to activate students’ understanding of family, heritage, and ancestors. Briefly remind students of agreed discussion norms (listening respectfully, waiting to speak, responding to others’ ideas).
Use the following prompts to guide discussion:
· What is a family?
· Can families look different from one another?
· Why is family important to people?
· Who are ancestors?
· What does heritage mean when we talk about families?
· Why might knowledge of family heritage matter to some people?
· What might happen if people lose access to stories about their ancestors?
Record key ideas on the board to return to later when discussing the story’s theme.
Modelled instruction – 10 minutes
Read the text as a class (or listen to the audio recording).
Pause reading at:
‘“Hurry up!” Zach yelled impatiently, freestyling after them.’
Think aloud to model how readers notice clues about characters and relationships:
· Who seems patient? Who seems frustrated?
· What do we already learn about Christina’s family?
Ask students to briefly turn to a partner and discuss:
· What do we know about Christina’s family so far?
· What details help us understand their relationships?
Bring the class back together and briefly share ideas.
Continue reading and pause again at:
‘Yet Christina’s family and the Greek community up on the pier didn’t scream in fear, they all whooped in roaring delight.’
Model a second think-aloud, focusing on cultural clues and symbolism.
Guided instruction – 10 minutes
In pairs, students discuss the following questions:
· What is a nereid? What is a hippocamp?
· Why might the author include creatures from Greek mythology?
· What does this suggest about Christina’s family and heritage?
· Why is Christina’s family not frightened, while others might be?
· Why might Christina and Eione share the same necklace?
Reconvene as a class and guide students to connect:
· mythology to family stories
· familiarity to belonging
· symbols (necklace, mythic beings) to heritage
Continue reading to the end of the story. Display the final extract and read it aloud together. Guide discussion using the following questions:
· What does Yiayia’s dialogue reveal about the theme of the story?
· How does the idea of remembering heritage connect to earlier discussion ideas?
· How has Zach changed from the beginning of the story to the end?
· What message does the story leave the reader with?
Support students to articulate the theme clearly, for example:
· The story shows that remembering family heritage helps people feel connected and understand who they are.
Independent practice – 15 minutes
Students research nereids and/or hippocamps from Greek mythology (teacher-provided sources recommended). Students then plan and deliver a short, spoken explanation answering:
· Why are nereids and hippocamps effective features in the story Eione for conveying the theme of family and heritage?
Suggested planning structure:
· Brief introduction to the story and its theme
· Explanation of nereids and/or hippocamps
· Explanation of how these mythological beings connect to Greek heritage
· Explanation of why this strengthens the story’s message about family and remembering the past
Students may use simple visual support (images or key words) if appropriate.
Differentiation
Too easy?
Challenge students to deepen their analysis by extending the spoken explanation. Students choose one of the following:
Perspective extension – reframe their spoken explanation from the perspective of Yiayia, explaining why remembering heritage matters and how Eione’s appearance confirms this.
Evidence challenge – strengthen their explanation by including two direct references from the text (dialogue, actions, or symbols) and explicitly linking each to the theme of family and heritage.
Comparative thinking – briefly compare the use of Greek mythology in Eione with another story, myth, or cultural tradition they know, explaining how stories help preserve family or cultural heritage.
Too hard?
Students use the following prompts to plan or rehearse their explanation:
· The story Eione is about…
· The theme of the story is…
· Nereids and hippocamps come from…
· The author uses these creatures to show…
· This helps the reader understand that…
Provide a simple organiser with three boxes:
· What happens in the story
· What this shows about family or heritage
· Why the mythology helps explain this
Students explain one mythological element (either the nereids or the hippocamps) rather than both.
Assessment
Teacher observations
Teacher observes and/or listens for evidence that students can:
· identify the theme of the narrative
· use examples from the text to support their explanation
· explain how cultural elements contribute to meaning
Exit ticket
Students respond orally or in writing:
· One idea I learned about family or heritage from this story
· One way discussing the text helped me understand the theme
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